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the place was utterly abandoned by the Buddhist Brethren
and was used as the king's stables, but the buildings were
again rebuilt and reoccupied by Buddhist monks.   In its
palmy days, before its final destruction and abandonment,
the Jetavana monastery must have been a very large and
magnificent establishment.    We may believe this without
accepting all the rather legendary descriptions of it still
extant.    Some authorities give the extent of the Park as
80 cliing or about 130 square acres.1   Others tell us that
the grounds were about ten It (or two miles) in length by
above  700 yu (paces) in with,  and  that they contained
120 buildings, or even several hundred houses of various
kinds.2   There were chapels for preaching and halls for
meditation,   messrooms   and   chambers   for   the   monks,
bathhouses,  a hospital,  libraries and reading-rooms, with
pleasant shady tanks, and a great wall encompassing all.
The Libraries were richly furnished, not only with ortho-
dox literature but also with Vedic  and other non-Bud-
dhistic works, and with treatises on the arts and sciences
taught in India at the time.   The monastery was also well
situated, being conveniently near the city, and yet away
from  the   distracting   sights   and   noises   of the  streets.
Moreover the Park afforded a perfect shade, and was a
delightful place for walking in during the heat and glare
of the day; it had streams and tanks of clear cool water;
it was also free from noxious stinging creatures;  and it
was a favourite resort of the good and devotional people
of all religions.    The native beauties and advantages of
the place had been greatly improved by its first Buddhist
occupants, for the Buddha directed his disciples to plant
trees in the grounds and by the roadside.   He also caused
the grounds to be protected from goats and cattle, and
had a supply of water brought in by artificial means.3
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